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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877�330�1491

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 
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Powder Coat it Tough!   

cascadepowdercoating.com
509-663-0980 | 11 Bridge St, Wenatchee

fab shop finish
CNC Cutting, Fabrication, Sandblasting, 

and Powder Coating

Real Estate Law
(509) 662-1211

We provide excellent legal services in real estate title issues, 
water rights, easements, and purchases and sales.

7 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee
www.SpeidelBentsen.comRussell J. Speidel David J. Bentsen

• Excellent security, durability, weather resistance
• Realistic wood grain
• Trained door experts to guide you 

ENTRY DOORS  
DESIGNED TO LAST
Starting at

$376

Get r eady 
for CompanyGet r eady 
for Company

www.lakechelanbuildingsupply.com

MANSON   •   509.687.9595
585 E. Wapato Way, Manson, WA 98831

CHELAN   •   509.682.4017
155 Chelan Falls Road, Chelan, WA 98816
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To schedule your heating system maintenance

Call The 
Professionals

North Cascades 
Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7 Emergency Service & Maintenance. Residential & Commercial

509-784-4822 | 14531 Hwy 97A, Entiat | northcascadesheating.net

We’re committed 
to protecting your 

budget, comfort, and 
satisfaction.

BPT - Home maintenance. 
The very words might evoke 
thoughts of an entire week-
end spent laboring at home 
instead of relaxing in it, but 
that doesn't always have to 
be the case.

"Not every home mainte-
nance project has to be a large 
undertaking or one that takes 
up all of your free time," said 
Christopher O'Rourke, Mer-
cury Insurance vice president 
of property claims. "There are 
small weekend projects that 
can save you time, worry and 
money in the long run."

Here are six home mainte-
nance projects you can do this 
weekend that will save you 
the headache of costly repairs 
later on.

Clean refrigerator coils
To keep your refrigerator 

properly working, it's best to 
clean the coolant coils every 
six months. Coolant coils, 
which can be located on the 
back or bottom of the refrig-
erator, keep warm air out. 
When the coils are covered 
with dust, dirt or hair they 
aren't able to release heat 
efficiently. In turn, the coils 
work harder and longer, using 
more energy and shortening 
the life of the appliance. This 
might end up costing you more 
in the form of a higher energy 
bill or purchase of a new refrig-
erator. Clean your refrigerator 
coils with a vacuum and coil 
cleaning brush. Coil cleaning 
brushes can be found at appli-
ance stores or online for $10 
or less.

Check caulking
Caulking is customary 

around wet areas like bath-
tubs and sinks to keep water 

from seeping into the wall, but 
it is also used around windows 
and doors to prevent air from 
escaping. Check for significant 
air temperature differences 
near windows and walls and 
use a digital thermometer to 
verify air leaks. Make sure to 
also check areas where vents 
and plumbing fixtures meet 
the outside wall.

Old caulking can dry out and 
crack, making it vulnerable 
to air and water leaks. If you 
notice dry or cracked caulk-
ing, remove as much of it as 
possible and reseal. Caulking 
gun sets that include the seal-
ant, scraping and smoothing 
tool can begin at $35 and be 
found online or at your local 
hardware store.

Examine the roof
The first step of roof inspec-

tion is to check the inside of 
your home. Look for damp 
spots or water stains on the 

ceiling or for cracked plaster 
along the wall. These can be 
signs of water damage.

At ground level do a visual 
examination of your roof's ex-
terior for any cracked or miss-
ing shingles. Notice if you have 
to trim back tree branches that 
may make contact as they can 
damage your roof's exterior. If 
you suspect any type of dam-
age, contact an experienced 
roofer who can perform a 
thorough inspection.

Clean the gutters
Gutters are necessary to 

direct water away from your 
home's foundation. Their ex-
posure to the elements means 
that they need to be cleaned 
and inspected regularly. While 
cleaning out dirt and leaves, 
make sure the gutters are se-
curely attached to your house. 
The weight of heavy snowfall, 
rain and dirt can cause gutters 
to loosen and pull away from 

the home.
"Gutters that are free of dirt 

and debris will keep rain from 
running down the sides of your 
home and coming in through 
the foundation," said O'Rourke. 
"Routine maintenance means 
lower homeowner costs by 
addressing small issues before 
they become problematic."

Clean chimney
Chimneys should be cleaned 

once a year, especially before 
the first fire of the season. 
Check the inside of the chim-
ney to make sure it is clear of 
any debris or small animals 
nesting as these types of block-
ages could cause a fire. Thor-
oughly clear away ash or soot 
around the chimney before the 
cold weather starts.

Install a programmable 
thermostat

Programmable thermostats 
are both a money and energy 
saver. They allow you to set 
a comfortable temperature 
when you're home and can be 
scheduled to lower the tem-
perature while you're away, 
helping you save money by 
cutting down energy usage.

"Programmable thermo-
stats allow homeowners to set 
the heating and cooling of their 
home to their schedule," said 
O'Rourke. "It's one less thing 
for homeowners to worry 
about and they are fairly easy 
to install."

Your home is not only your 
sanctuary, it's your commit-
ment. Assessing your hom-
eowners' coverage and un-
derstanding your policy is a 
simple household task you 
can accomplish this weekend 
and one that can save you 
money.

Inexpensive home maintenance 
projects to do this weekend

Courtesy BPT
Programmable thermostats are both a money and energy 
saver. They allow you to set a comfortable temperature when 
you're home and can be scheduled to lower the temperature 
while you're away, helping you save money by cutting down 
energy usage.

3 weekend DIY project ideas to 
breathe new life into your home

BPT - Virtual birthday 
parties. Online family game 
nights. Digital dinners with 
friends. You've done your part 
to stay connected yet socially 
distanced, however, as fall 
arrives, you're preparing to 
host friends and family in 
your home again.

 "The problem is after work-
ing, studying and playing at 
home, many people's houses 
are looking a bit drab," says 
Jennifer Meska, director of 
merchandising and design 
at LL Flooring. "If you want 
to refresh spaces for future 
entertaining, start with the 
floor and work your way up 
to add fashion and function to 

your home."
 Meska shares some top DIY 

projects that can be completed 
in as little as a weekend so 
you're ready to welcome back 
guests:

1) Update flooring
When you think about vi-

sual real estate in a home, 
the flooring is the foundation 
of the aesthetic. Consider up-
dating flooring with modern 
options that add style, but 
are also durable enough to 
handle guests and everyday 
demands.

A good option is Rigid Vinyl 
Plank (RVP) that provides 

See DIY PROJECTS on Page  a6

Courtesy BPT
Consider updating flooring with modern options that add 
style, but are also durable enough to handle guests and 
everyday demands.
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Call today for a free estimate!

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*

(855) 400-9062

YEARS BACKED 
BY THE SEAL

16

$99
Installation

on a Complete
LeafGuard

System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE 

COST OF MATERIAL. EXPIRES 
12/31/2021.

• Seamless, one-piece   
system, keeps out leaves,   
debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of   
falling off a ladder to   
clean clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather   
tested system.

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Seattle in Washington under license number __LEAFGHI821RC
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Moonlightstoneworks.com

LIC#MOONLSW791JM 

509-782-2464

Celebrating 
COMMUNITY

Proud 
Member

4932 Contractors Drive 
Unit B, East Wenatchee

New owners, same location, same service area.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

(509) 884-0555
www.westernbuildings.com

4968 Contractors Drive
East Wenatchee, WA 98802

WESTERB984CF

Your building can be customized
just the way you want!

Sold and erected by an independent, 
locally owned builder

                                                                NEW LOCATION            
             509-884-0555                     1107 Walla Walla Avenue
     www.westernbuildings.com          Wenatchee, WA  98801

 BPT - It's no secret that 
the U.S. housing market is 
booming right now. Accord-
ing to realtor.com, "Strong 
demand and insufficient sup-
ply pushed home prices up 
at a record-breaking 16.6% 
pace. The combination of his-
torically low mortgage rates, 
businesses reopening and the 
lifting of pandemic restric-
tions fueled a buying frenzy 
with multiple bids," creating a 
seller's market, while making 
the path to home ownership 
difficult for some buyers.

 Whether you're purchasing 
a fixer-upper as an attainable 
option to home ownership or 
selling your home and want to 
create a positive first impres-
sion, licensed landscape con-
tractor, author, TV personal-
ity and STIHL spokesperson 
Sara Bendrick suggests five 
ways to boost your home's 
curb appeal.

1) Create a welcoming 
front walk

 The entrance of your home 
should be your first point of 
focus. A great way to work 
with what you already have is 
to add color to your concrete 
walkway and steps. Concrete 
can wear over time and be-
come somewhat of an eyesore 
and dull in nature. Staining 
is an easy and perfect way to 
soften up the look of concrete 
in any landscape and many 
colors of stain are available 
to complement your outdoor 
spaces. Always remember to 
pressure wash your concrete 

before staining it to remove 
dirt. This is important as you 
need a clean surface so that 
the stain can absorb easily 
and evenly. A clean surface 
will also help the stain soak 
entirely through.

2) Trim hedges and shrubs 
for definition 

 Bushes, hedges and shrubs 
possess a natural beauty that 
can boost the curb appeal of 
your home, while providing 
an attractive complement 
to lawns, trees, gardens and 
hardscapes. Well-trimmed 
plants also prevent your out-

door spaces from looking 
overgrown and open up walk-
ways and sightlines. Consider 
pruning low-hanging branch-
es that obscure the view of 
your home from the road and 
reduce the aesthetic impact of 
your landscaping features.

3) Don't forget to mulch
 After trimming your hedg-

es and shrubs for definition 
and planting flowers, add 
two to four inches of mulch to 
your beds. Mulch keeps weeds 
down and helps dissipate heat 
from the sun to protect the 
soil from drying out, and it 

also provides a refined look 
to your landscape. As an al-
ternative to mulch, you can 
purchase wood chips made 
of bark.

4) Make a statement in 
your yard with flowers and 
blooms 

 Pick flowers with colors 
that complement the house 
colors, which will bring soft-
ness to the front yard. Be 
sure to choose plants that 
are climate appropriate and 
thrive in your area; local 
nurseries are great resources 
for this. Consider using an 
auger instead of a shovel to 
help get through the planting 
process quickly. Also, be sure 
to spread your new plants 
out so that they have enough 
room to grow and thrive.

5) Add a finishing touch
To draw the eye toward the 

entryway of your home, hang 
a wreath on the front door, 
place a potted plant near the 
steps and add a water feature 
such as a self-circulating foun-
tain. Water features such as 
ponds and fountains can add 
an architectural element to 
soften your landscape design 
and may also attract natural 
wildlife to your yard.

 Whether you're a seller try-
ing to create an unforgettable 
memory for a prospective 
buyer, or a new homeowner 
trying to make your home 
more inviting, these landscap-
ing improvements are easy 
ways to boost your home's 
curb appeal.

 (BPT) - Pets nationwide 
are considered beloved mem-
bers of the family. Pet owner-
ship throughout the U.S. has 
skyrocketed, with approxi-
mately 12.6 million Ameri-
cans opening their home to 
a new pet since March 2020, 
according to a study by the 
American Pet Products As-
sociation.

Whether you're a first-
time pet owner or a pet pro, 
it's important to consider 
your furry family members 
when preparing for the un-
expected. First Alert offers 
the following tips to help 
families be prepared in case 
of a fire or carbon monoxide 
(CO) incident.

1) Prevent a fire. While 
candles add ambiance, it's 
important to never burn 
them unattended. Wagging 
tails and pawing kitties can 
haphazardly knock over 
candles, which can poten-
tially cause a fire. Addition-
ally, avoid electrical fires 
by securing loose wires and 
running long cords behind 
couches or other out-of-reach 
locations to prevent them 
from being chewed.

2) Protect against the 
silent killer. Due to their 
smaller size, your pet may 
be affected by CO poisoning 
before you. Signs of CO poi-
soning can include weakness, 
sudden vomiting, difficulty 
breathing, seizures and even 
loss of consciousness. The 
only way to detect CO poison-
ing is by equipping your home 
with working CO alarms. For 
premium protection against 
fire and CO, install combi-
nation alarms with 2-in-1 
protection, such as the First 
Alert 10-Year Battery Smoke 
& Carbon Monoxide Alarm, 
which eliminates battery 
replacements for a decade. 
Once installed, maintenance 
is key. Remember to test 
your alarms regularly and re-
place smoke alarms every 10 
years and CO alarms every 
five to 10 years, depending 

on the model.
3) Improve their safety 

when home alone. To help 
ensure your pet is safe even 

while you're not home, use 
a pet gate to keep your ani-
mals in the main living area 
for easy rescue in case of an 
emergency. Place pet alert 
stickers on windows near 
each entrance to inform fire-
fighters of the presence of 
pets in your house.

4) Have an emergency 
escape plan. When plan-
ning your emergency escape 
route, don't forget to include 
your pets. Know which fam-
ily members will be respon-
sible for each pet and note 
their hiding spots for a faster 
evacuation. Have leashes and 
collars stored near the main 
entrance of your home and, if 
possible, near other potential 
exits during an emergency, 
so you can grab them on your 
way out the door. Practice 
your escape plan at least 
twice a year, including crat-
ing your pets. And, remind 
your family to never delay 
escape or go back inside to 
rescue your pet. If a pet is 
missing, inform the fire de-
partment dispatcher when 
you call and the responders 
when they arrive. Learn 
more home safety tips at 
www.firstalert.com.

5 ways to boost your home's curb appeal

Courtesy BPT
Bushes, hedges and shrubs possess a natural beauty that 
can boost the curb appeal of your home, while providing 
an attractive complement to lawns, trees, gardens and 
hardscapes. Well-trimmed plants also prevent your outdoor 
spaces from looking overgrown and open up walkways and 
sightlines.

Pet owner? How to be prepared for fire 
or carbon monoxide danger

Courtesy BPT
Due to their smaller size, your pet may be affected by CO 
poisoning before you. Signs of CO poisoning can include 
weakness, sudden vomiting, difficulty breathing, seizures 
and even loss of consciousness.
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Enjoy complimentary design services — 
including an on-site visit, design concepts, 
and architectural drawings. 

Visit our Design Center in Chelan  
to get your project started!

Reimagine Your Kitchen Reimagine Your Kitchen 

TRISH MANIER
Interior Design & Sales

www.lakechelanbuildingsupply.com
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Your electric vehicle charging questions, answered
BPT - Have you been won-

dering if an electric vehicle is 
right for you, especially as more 
models are rolling out from 
automakers? Living the electric 
vehicle lifestyle is fun and excit-
ing, good for the environment, 
and even your wallet - but there 
are some key things to know, 
like understanding how and 
where to charge. While charg-
ing at home is always an option, 
the prevalence of electric ve-
hicle charging options is wide-
spread and growing, so there 
are a few things to know about 
maximizing an electric car's 
battery power when charging 
while out and about.

Here are answers to some 
commonly asked questions 
about electric vehicle charg-
ing:

What's the easiest way to 
locate a public charger?

There are various resources 
to help drivers identify where 
they can easily stop for a 
charge. For example, the U.S. 
Department of Energy Alterna-

tive Fuels Data Center offers a 
station locator map, and various 
apps such as Open Charge Map 
and ChargeHub can help locate 
chargers on the road. Addition-
ally, many automakers' new 
electric vehicles include in-
vehicle tech features - like con-
nected infotainment systems 
- to make planning routes based 
on charging stations even more 
simple for your journey.

Individual charging compa-
nies also offer their apps for 
locating stations. For example, 
Electrify America - the larg-
est open ultra-fast-charging 
network in the U.S. - recently 
redesigned its mobile app so 
drivers can more easily navi-
gate station information. Users 
can download the app via the 
App Store and Google Play - and 
now, drivers can locate a char-
ger, start and stop a charging 
session, and view charging plan 
details via Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto.

What does fast-charging 
mean? 

 Not all electric vehicle charg-
ing is the same, and charging 
time depends on how much 
electricity your EV's battery 
can handle and how much en-
ergy the charger can dispense. 
Charger power is measured in 
kilowatts and charging time is 
measured in kilowatt-hours, a 
unit of which is the amount of 
energy a charger can deliver in 
one hour.

 For example, some public 
chargers only dispense 6kW 
- such as Level 2 chargers, an 
option most commonly found in 
settings like work offices, apart-
ment complexes and hotels. 
But other chargers, like direct 
current (DC) fast-charging, 
uses technology that can dis-
pense 150kW or even 350kW 
to capable vehicles - allowing 
for quicker charge times. DC 
fast-charging is especially great 
for drivers taking road trips or 
who don't have access to over-
night charging, who will need 
chargers that can deliver the 
maximum amount of energy in 

the shortest amount of time.
 Companies like Electrify 

America offer the fastest charg-
ing rates available - with speeds 
up to 350 kilowatts (kW) - that 
can charge a capable vehicle 
in as little as 20 minutes. Visit 
ElectrifyAmerica.com or check 
out their social media pages to 
learn more about fast charging 
and find nearby locations.

How do you know which 
charging connector to use? 

 You can check your ve-
hicle's specific settings, but 
most electric vehicles use a 
connector called the Combined 
Charging System (CCS). CCS 
got its "combined" name by 
incorporating two types of 
plugs within the same larger 
plug: the connector for DC 
fast-charging, and the connec-
tor for Level 2 charging. Level 
2 is a form of electric vehicle 
charging with slower charg-
ing speeds than DC fast.

CCS is now the most com-
mon connector used by elec-
tric vehicle manufacturers.

How can hot or cold weath-
er affect charging?

 While you can charge dur-
ing very cold or hot weather, 
you will probably need to 
allow more charging time. 
Electric vehicle batteries are 
designed to deliver maximum 
charging power at tempera-
tures between 60-80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Temperatures 
below 40 degrees or above 
115 degrees Fahrenheit dra-
matically reduce the battery's 
charging power. The chemical 
process inside the battery 
slows down outside of these 
temperatures - often to less 
than half of its peak charging 
power.

Should an electric vehicle 
battery be charged to a 100% 
state of charge (SOC)?

 Different electric vehicles 
have different battery sizes, 
affecting both the charging 
speed and how much total 
energy the battery can accept. 
Check the vehicle manual for 
the maximum charging power 

provided by your electric 
vehicle.

 On a public fast charger, 
the speed at which energy 
enters the car battery slows 
after the battery reaches 
an 80% SOC. This may help 
prevent wearing out the bat-
tery too quickly, therefore 
extending the battery life. The 
battery can still charge to a 
100% SOC, although getting 
from an 80 to 100% SOC may 
take a little longer. So while 
it's counterintuitive, it's best 
to minimize the time spent 
charging to 100% battery SOC 
to reduce wear and tear.

 While embracing electric 
vehicle technology has many 
benefits and is quickly becom-
ing more mainstream, adopt-
ing this lifestyle requires 
some basic education. By 
understanding how charging 
works, new electric vehicle 
drivers can make the transi-
tion to electric much smoother 
- and perhaps convince others 
to make the switch as well.

DIY PROJECTS
Continued from Page a4

the look of hardwood but 
is waterproof and scratch-
resistant. Lake Geneva Oak 
CoreLuxe RVP is a good op-
tion, with its innovative rigid 
core that clicks together 
with ease for a simple DIY 
project. CoreLuxe stands 
up to heavy traffic, busy 
families and plentiful enter-
taining, making it ideal for 
bathrooms, kitchens and 
living rooms.

 "These f loors deliver 
quality, beauty, waterproof 
functionality and are easy 
to  instal l ,"  says Meska. 
"What's great about these 
floors is they work well in 
any room."

2) Rethink furniture
 Once the floor is updated, 

think about how you use 
your furniture and how it 
might best serve you when 
entertaining. Consider rear-
ranging furniture to breathe 
fresh life into a space and 
encourage guests to min-

gle comfortably. Prioritize 
grouping furniture to fa-
cilitate conversation and 
interaction while keeping 
common traffic areas open 
for ease of movement.

 In addition to rearranging 
furniture, now is the time 
to address functionality of 
pieces and swap in multiuse 
options when appropriate. 
For example, an ottoman is 
great for kicking up your 
feet or as additional seating 
for guests, especially young 
children. Select an ottoman 

designed with a top that 
opens, providing storage 
space for blankets, toys or 
other clutter. You can even 
add a serving tray to the top 
when closed and you have a 
coffee table or small buffet 
space for snacks.

3) Create a statement 
wall

 Once you decide on an ar-
rangement of furniture, try 
transforming a focal wall to 
give the space an elevated 
interior design. One easy 
way to do this is to paint one 

wall different than the oth-
ers in an accent color, like a 
blue or yellow. DIY-friendly 
peel-and-stick wallpaper is 
growing in popularity and 
is another fun option if you 
want to add a pattern on an 
accent wall.

Another way to create a 
noteworthy accent wall is to 
design a gallery wall with a 
collection of treasured items 
hung in a group. Framed 
photography is  common 
for creating gallery walls 
and serves as a wonderful 

conversation starter when 
guests arrive. In addition to 
photographs, you can add 
other framed items such 
as typography, children's 
artwork, travel keepsakes, 
mirrors and more.

 "Now is the ideal time to 
prepare for the revival of 
entertaining at home," says 
Meska. "Start with the floor, 
think beyond the conven-
tional and make updates that 
you'll enjoy whether you're 
hosting guests or spending 
time at home with family."


